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WASHINGTON, Aug. 16 (AP) —
President Reagan’s national security
adviser said today that the Administra-
tion did not rule out the possibility that
some Americans still are being held
captive in Southeast Asia nine years
after United States troops were pulled
out of the Vietnam War.

“We have no confirmed evidence, but
we have enough information not to rule
out the possibility that some of our

unaccounted-for servicemen could still-

be held alive in Indochina,” said Wil-
liam P. Clark. According to various
estimates, mearly 2,500. Americans re-
‘main unaccounted for. '

“One of the greatest tragedies of
Vietnam,” he. said, - “was that the
United States cannot be certain, evento
this day, that the treaty we signed to
disengage ‘ourselves from the -conflict
was fully complied with in regard to our
prisoners of war and missing in ac-
tion.”

- Mr. Clark, spgg.l‘?g‘ g t0 the national
convention of the Veterans of Forei

STAT

true, we are prepared to take appr'opri-
ate action to insure that no American

toinsure the remains of those American
prisoners still in Indochina are returned -
home."” .o
A copy of Mr. Clark’s speech text was |
released by the White House. O
. The deputy White House press secre-
tary, Larry Speakes, said Mr. Clark’s |
statement did not suggest that any new |
evidence had been uncovered and that
his remarks reflected a previously held '

available, Inclodim, mieligen:

UG we .1 ese teportsare

IWars in Los Angeles, piedged that the
minis 10N WO use means
( stnatter. . .
O e

policy not to write off the possibility
that Americans were still being. held
L captive. = . .
“But we're leaving no stone unturn
totry to find out if there are,” said Mr.
Speakes. He noted that there were un-

confirmed reports from time to time

. that the missing have been sighted in:
Southeast Asia. o
Mr. Speakes said Mr. Clark’s state-:
ment had not been enunciated previous-
ly. *‘That is a new statement; we have
not made that statemnent’” publicly, he
‘said. “We have previously made those
statements to M.I.A. families.” 3
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remains a captive,”” he said. “*Simulta.
neously, we are continuing our efforts




